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zealous fanatic who centuries before followed the
motley forces of Walter the Penniless on their march
to the Holy Land.

His zeal was early shown in the organisation of
the convent of the Calvary, and in this he took a
never-failing Interest. However much occupied In
framing instructions for ambassadors, or scheming
with Richelieu for the abasement of the House of
Austria, he always found time for the care and in-
struction of the nuns, whose director he was during
life.

The number of those who sought retreat from the
world was never larger in France than in the early
part of the seventeenth century; eighty thousand
women, it is said, were connected with religious
establishments. Many doubtless were sincerely in-
clined to their calling, but the condition of the times
helped to fill convents and monasteries. While
some chose^a religious life from piety, others were
driven by necessity; in an era of civil war and politi-
cal confusion, parents looked with favour upon a
retreat where their children would be in safety; the
superfluous daughters of noble families, for whom
suitable matches could not be found and suitable
dowries could not be provided, became the brides
of the Church. Naturally there was much lowering
of discipline in many religious institutions; the
members were Indeed excluded from worldly pleas-
ures, but the rigorous rules of the Order were sadly
relaxed; the sisters read novels, strolled in the
conventual gardens, gossiped, lounged much, and
prayed little..litician an element of the country cur6
